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WAHU Members Storm Capitol Hill

In mid-March, fourteen members of the Wisconsin Association of Health Underwriters went to
our nation’s Capital to represent our-asseciation, our industry and the health-care consumers of
Wisconsin. The importance of working with our elected officials on the very issues affecting
our livelihood cannot be over emphasized.

As is the case with state government, our congressman and senators need the input of industry
experts if they are to represent us accurately in Washington. WAHU members Ann Blomquist,
Pat Ellis, Dean Hoffman, Kim Hurtz, Tom Jacobs, Ric Joyner, Laurie Kohls, Dale Petretti, Karen
Reynolds, Gary Roger, Dan Schwartzer, Jim Vogel, Artemisa White and Shelly Winson spent

[their time and talent getting educated on the current bills and legislation affecting each of us and
‘then sat down‘with each of our Wisconsin elected officials to provide WAHU’s point of view.

They talked about the final HIPAA regulations currently under review by the Department of
Health and Human Services, patient protection issues, long term care, prescription drug coverage
for seniors, expansion of MSA’s, and Health Tax Credits to name a few. In addition, Wisconsin
WAHU members discussed the inequities in Medicare reimbursements to our state, which are
causing an estimated $1 billion shortfall that is cost-shifted to Wisconsin consumers in the form
of higher health-care costs. You can visit NAHU’s web site at www.nahu.org or WAHU’s web
site at http://nahuregion5.org/wahu.html to view more of the detail on the issues.

Continued on page 5
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WAHU - New Executive Director, New Madison Office

Some exciting changes have recently taken place for our association. For the first time, WAHU
has its name on a door. WAHU has its own office on Madison’s far eastside, conveniently
located just off the Interstate. With three conference rooms available in our building, we will
look to have more board and committee meetings right in our own quarters.

Continued on page 4



From the Boardroom...

The President's Letter for Spring 2001

It’s been quite an eventful year so far,
and we’re just a very few months into
it. Let’s take a look back.

New Management: For over 5 years
WAHU has been guided by the
management of Svinicki Association
Services and our Executive Director
Dave Glomp. After evaluating our
current needs and situation, the Board
of Directors decided to make a change
in management services. With a deep
sense of gratitude for the services and professionalism that
Svinicki and Mr. Glomp brought to WAHU over these past years,
the contract with them was terminated.

Your association has entered into an agreement with Schwartzer
Management Group to provide management services effective
immediately. Mr. Dan Schwartzer will serve as our Executive
Vice President and maintain our relationships on “The Hill” in
Madison. Mr. Ed Blume will now serve as our Executive Director.
Ed will work with Dan at Schwartzer Management Group. We
look forward to a long a productive relationship with them.

Capitol Conference — Washington D.C.: On St. Patrick’s Day,
13 members of WAHU traveled to Washington to represent our
membership among the over 600 NAHU members attending from
throughout the nation. It was great to hear and see firsthand how
the process in Washington is working and how it has changed
with the new administration. It was impossible not to recognize
that our views are in the forefront of the agenda in Washington
within the new administration.

‘We were able to meet directly with all but three of our legislators,
and in those cases we were able to have extensive meetings with
their staff members. In additional to presenting the national
legislative agenda to our representatives, we were able to discuss
the Medicare reimbursement issues and cost shifting problems.

For those of us who have been there many times, it was truly
gratifying to see our national healthcare proposal, the Health Tax
Credit, received as THE proposal on the table for healthcare
reform in the coming months. Our years of tireless efforts finally
have some prospect of paying off. The Health Tax Credit is
certainly a refreshing piece of legislation designed to Insure
Freedom.

Membership: As we move into summer, we will soon cross the
500 member mark. As long as I have been on the Board, it has
been our long-term goal to get to that point. Every one of you
should be congratulated for standing up as a member of this
organization, for recruiting new members and helping to stand
together as one organization dedicated to help Insure Freedom.

Leadership: I am very proud of your entire Board of Directors.
In all of our years as an organization, we have never had so many
Board members stand up and take roles of leadership within the
organization. The Board no longer sits through long and arduous
Board meetings. Every member is involved in some aspect of
this association. We have a Programs Committee that puts
together the quarterly meetings, not just one person fighting that
battle relatively alone. We have a Membership Committee
working on recruiting agents, company representatives, and
retaining current members. We have a Communications
Committee, managing the various communications vehicles. Our
Education Committee is working on new and exciting CE
programs. Our Legislative Team is as active as they have ever
been. We are also engaged in many public relations activities.
Everyone is working hard to make this a strong and vibrant
organization.

Looking ahead, the view of the future of this organization is also
as bright as it’s ever been. Let’s take a look:

Spring Quarterly Meeting — Heidel House in Green Lake:
What a fantastic facility we will have available to us. The program
is taking shape and will include 3 hours of CE on Medical Savings

Accounts, which finally seem to be taking off in the market place. # =

Special Olympics: WAHU Members will be working hard to - ‘

assist these special athletes in Glendale on May 5*. WAHU will
take a prominent role at this Special Olympics event all day
Saturday. Please volunteer to help.

Strategic Planning: This summer, your Board will be working
on some long-range planning to make sure this organization is
meeting your needs. We will be focusing on what we do well
and identifying ways to improve WAHU for you.

NAHU Annual Convention: For the first time since 1982, the
National Convention is coming to our region. Mark your calendar,
and plan to attend for at least one day to see the huge product
exposition in Minneapolis. The convention features numerous
seminars, speakers and events. Over 750 of your counterparts
from around the nation are expected to attend this convention.
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WAHU Team 2001

OFFICERS

BOARD MEMBERS

1“7 President
=" James Vogel

W: 715-223-0890
F: 715-223-8590
HBGWI@aol.com

President Elect
Ric Joyner

W: 608-243-8277 x125

F: 608-245-9342
ricj@eflexgroup.com

Vice-President
Jeff Klett

W: 608-365-5551

F: 608-365-1432
jklett@tricornet.com

Secretary

Jim Krogstad

W: 608-288-2777
F: 608-273-8873
jimk@mmmins.com

Treasurer

2 Daniel Martin

W: 608-223-2999
F: 608-223-2979
dmartin@wpsic.com

Past President

Dale Petretti

W: 608-877-0505
F: 608-877-0605
DEPettretti@aol.com

WAHU STAFF

Executive Director
Ed Blume

W: 608-268-0200
F: 608-241-7790

edblume@mailbag.com

Executive Vice-President

Dan Schwartzer
~=xW: 608-268-0220
JF: 608-241-7790

B dans@gdinet.com.com

Jacki Seversen
W: 608-758-7710
F: 608-752-3751
jlee@mbhsijbl.org

Dean Hoffman

W: 262-792-1350

F: 262-792-1366
deanhoffman@trustmark.com

Ann Blomquist

W: 262-879-0100.3047
F: 262-879-0876
ablomqui@ahcppo.com

Scott Winkel

W: 262-650-1442
F: 262-650-3159
winfingrp@aol.com

Leah Mott

W: 920-499-4000

F: 920-499-7119
Imott@warreninsurance.com

Sue Nelson

W: 715-836-1320
F: 715-836-1299
suen@uwsi.com

Kathryn Beals

W: 608-850-4164
F: 608-850-4164
kathryn.beals@af-
group.com

Jane Herlitz

W: 414-641-2524

F: 414-796-9084
jane.herlitz@seabury.com

Fred Wilmsen

W: 920-735-6380

F: 920-735-6390
fwilmsen@wpsic.com

WAHU 2001 Committees
Awards Dale Petretti Chair
Communication Jane Herlitz Chair
Corporate Jim Vogel Chair
Sponsors Dale Petretti

Ric Joyner
Education Fred Wilmsen Chair
Legislative Ann Blomquist  (Co-Chair)

Jacki Seversen (Co-Chair)

Membership Dean Hoffman Chair
Nominations Jim Vogel Chair
Programs Ric Joyner Chair
Public Relations Scott Winkel Chair
Technology Dean Hoffman Chair
WAHU’s

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 24-27, 2001

NAHU’s Annual Convention
Minneapolis, Minnesota

August 8-10, 2001

Region V Leadership Meeting
Omaha, Nebraska

September 12-14, 2001

WAHU’s Annual Sales Conference
La Crosse Convention Center/Raddison Hotel




